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PREPARING FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
  
VOLUNTARY                                            Christmas Concerto Grosso No. 8                                Arcangelo Corelli 
                                                                      
WELCOME  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP          from Psalm 98:4-9  
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth! 

Yes, shout triumphantly before the King! 

Let the sea roar and all that fills it, 

the world and those who live in it. 

Let the floods clap their hands,  

let the hills sing together for joy. 

For the Lord is coming – 

He is coming to judge the earth. 

He will judge this world with righteousness, 

and establish justice among all people fairly.  



  
HYMN OF PRAISE                                                  Joy to the World                                                             ANTIOCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No more let sins or sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground;  

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                       
 Creative God, you make all things new and you hold out a new day and a new year for us.  Yet 

how often we squander the opportunities, letting our doubts overwhelm us, letting our sins 

bind us, letting our fears stop us.  You offer us new dreams, and we succumb to old 

weaknesses; you offer us hope and we choose the comfortable.   

 

 Creative God, we have touched the joy of Christmas.  Now let us carry a measure of that joy 

and delight into your new day.  Fill us with the joy of living and the spirit of giving as we begin 

this new year.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON         

                                                                                         

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 
 RESPONSE TO PARDON                                                                                                                             ANTIOCH 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  

and makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders, of his love. 

 

MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO                                                                                                                              GLORIA 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing, 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields, and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 



 

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES    
  
HYMN OF FAITH         We Three Kings of Orient Are                                    KINGS OF ORIENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON | Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 

its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 

 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 
 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard 

the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 

own country by another road. 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED                           Searching for Joy                                                 Rev. Bob Scott 
(“When they saw that the star had stopped they were overwhelmed with joy.”   - Matthew 2:10) 

We three kings of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 

Glorious now behold him arise, 

King and God and Sacrifice; 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

sounds through the earth and skies. 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 



WE RESPOND WITH GRATITUDE 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES    

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                                                     George Frederick Handel 

Messiah, HWV 56 – Then shall the Eyes of the Blind and He Shall Feed His Flock  
 Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, 

and the tongue of the dumb shall sing. (Isaiah 35: 5-6) He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; and He shall gather the lambs 

with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. (Isaiah 40:11) Come unto Him, all ye 

that labour, come unto Him that are heavy laden, and He will give you rest. Take his yoke upon you, and learn of Him, for He 

is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. (Matthew 11: 28-29)  

Krysten Richards, soprano soloist  

 

RESPONSE TO OFFERING                                                                                                                 GREENSLEEVES 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

Come one and all to all to one him. 

The King of kings salvation brings, 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 

This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the Babe, the Son of Mary.  
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
                      

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

  

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION  

OUR LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE BREAD AND THE CUP  

 

COMMUNION MUSIC                       In the Bleak Midwinter                                                   Jason Krug 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  



 
CLOSING HYMN                                 I’ve Got Peace like a River                                  PEACE LIKE A RIVER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

in my soul. 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

I’ve got love like an ocean, 

in my soul. 

 

INVITATION AND BENEDICTION        
                                                                                   
CHIMES OF THE HOLY TRINITY   |   God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit    
 
VOLUNTARY                                          Messiah, HWV 56 – Hallelujah                     George Frederick Handel   
 
 

 
Assisting in the leadership of worship are  

Rev. Bob Scott, Senior Pastor; Rev. Dr. Dawn M. Haeger, Associate Pastor; 

Pam Chapin and Keith McMullen, Handbell Ringers;  

Aaron Hilsinger, first violin; Jeffrey Smick, second violin; Kaitlin Spring, viola; Laura Smith, cello;  
Timothy Belk, Director of Music Ministries. 

 

The Chancel flowers are presented to the glory of God  

by Susan, Alison and Grant in memory of Ron Dees. 

            

Some music for our worship experience is offered 

with express permissions granted by One License A-719436,  

Christian Copyright Licensing International 2833858,  

and technical assistance by Luke Harshman. 

I’ve got peace like a river, 

I’ve got peace like a river, 

I’ve got peace like a river, 

in my soul. 

I’ve got peace like a river, 

I’ve got peace like a river, 

I’ve got peace like a river, 

in my soul. 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

In my soul, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

I’ve got joy like a fountain, 

In my soul. 



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TNT (Through the New Testament) 

You are invited to read through the most important book every written – the New Testament! 

By reading one chapter per day, five days a week, we will cover the entire New Testament this 

year.  Below are the readings for this upcoming week, and a question for reflection. 

 

January 4         Matthew 1        Q.  How has God worked in your family history? 

January 5         Matthew 2        Q.  What have I offered to Christ? 

January 6         Matthew 3        Q.  How can I be well-pleasing to God? 

January 7         Matthew 4        Q.  How has the Bible helped me in a time of temptation? 

January 8         Matthew 5        Q.  What happened in my life to make me see my need for God? 

 

Memorial Service for Mike Sanders - Tuesday, January 5, 11:00 a.m.  Seating will be limited to 100 

people. A You Tube video will be available for those not wishing to attend in person. Contact the 

church office for the video link.  

 

Early Bird Bible Study - Wednesday, January 6, 9:00 a.m.  
 
A Wednesday Noon Recital Series in the Advent, Christmastide and Epiphany Seasons for those 
seeking a quiet haven of peace. Each Wednesday of Advent, Tim Belk will provide a 30 minute noon 
recital. 

 
Helpers needed Thursday, January 7, 9 till noon to take down and put away the Christmas 

decorations. 

 
Good Grief Group - Thursday, January 7, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Congregational Meeting - Sunday, January 10. For the purpose of Electing, Ordaining and 

Installing new Elders and Deacons.  

 

Adult Sunday School - Sunday, January 10, 9:00 a.m.   

 

 2021 Flower Calendar, Flower reservations for worship services in 2021 are now available.  
 Cost is $45. Contact Brooks Workman or call the church office to reserve your date. 
 

Thank you from Barbara Lang for all your generous contributions of clothes for the clothing 

closet. Your thoughtful and generosity are greatly appreciated! 
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